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MEMORIAL 

e Kelating to the 
Marſhalſea- Court 
In SOUTHWARkK. 


* 


Bros ſuper Chart. 28 Ed. I. The 


Stewards and Marſhals of the King's 


Hold, Debt Covenant, or Contract; but only 
of Treſpaſs done in the Houſe or Verge, or of 
S 5 | 


Con- 


= Houſe, ſhall not hold Plea of Free- 


„ 
. Contratts and Covenants when both Parties 
are of the Houſe. 


Aud the Steward ſball from henceforth 
take no Cognizance of Debt, or other things, 
but of the People f the ſame Houſe. 


And if any thing be done contrary to this 
Act, it ſhall be v | 2 


By 13 K. II. The Juri ſdiction of the Stew- 
ard and Marſhal of the King's. Houſe ſhall 
extend no farther than 12 Miles from the 
King's Lodgings. unto Oren 4 


(Which Extent eyery way makes the whole 
Diameter thereof 72 Miles in Circumference.) 


By.15 H. VI. In a Suit commenced before 
the Steward aud MarſhaÞF of the King 
Houſe, the Defendant ſhall not be eftopped to 
' . plead, That the Plaintiff or be are not of the 
King's Houſe. 2 Oo R i UOG u 


Notwithſtanding all which, this Court doth - 
execute. their Progels{again{tiany;of the Suh 
jects (not being Peers) reliding,cominge-F 
being within the Diameter of their Juriſd 
on (except within the City of Lyndon) altho 
neither Plaintiff or Defendant are of the 
ST > A 1 | 


To 


mm A wa 


(5) 

To which the Defendants are not admitted 
to plead (as directed by 15 H. VI.) till they 
have given ſpecial Bail of two Houſe- Keepers 
within the Limits aforeſaid (excluſive of the 
City of London.) 


Which if the Defendanrs catmot procure, 
they are committed to the Priſon of that 
Court called the Mar ſpalſea. 


And in truth not only the Defendants, but 
many Practicers of the Law, are ignorant of 
the Right to this Plea. 


Which being a foreign Plea muſt be alſo 
ſigned by Counſel. 


By reaſon of all which (according to the 
Account lately returned) there are now 330 
Priſoners in that Jail, without any Cauſes of 
Action, the pretended Cauſes being co- 
ram non Fudice, as not cognizable in that 
Court. J 


Being not only a Grievance upon the 
Subjects, but an Uſurpation upon the Law 
it ſelf, aud an Incroachment upon the Ju- 
riſdiction of the King's Court at Veſiminſter. 
who hold Pleas of the greateſt Cauſes, and 


he leſſer. 1 
| Which 


upon the inferior Courts, who hold Pleas of 


HR (6% 
Which gave ocraſion to the late Lord 
Chet Tultice: Holt to declare that Count a 
common TY 5 - qnomfs arn rand 


Jury. 
2 
And tho the great Officers thereof, and 
thoſe deri ving under them, are too mighty for 
their Priſoners to liſt ele * ere 
them, 


Vet the Houſe of Commons (as the Grand 
Inqueſt of the Kingdom) have Right to in- 
quire into, and have Redreſs of this Griev- 
ance (if they find it to be fo.) 


- Which Redreſs (as is ; conceived) may be | 
done by the following (or like) Clauſe to be 


inſerted in any Act,. vis. 


4 That from henceforth, in all Suits com- 
« menced before the Steward and Marſhal 
e of the King's Houſe, the Plaintiffs and De- 
« fendants in the Writs therein named, 
„ ſhall be ſo named with an Addition of 
„ the King's Houſhold; and that the — 
% fendant upon Eutri an A arance, 

« Filing ——_ Bail, ball — to 
« the Plea —.— the Stat. 15 H. VI. 
% That the Plaintiff ar he are not of the 
« Houſhold; which Plea ſhall be Rar 


0 without being ſigned by Counſel. _ : 
”" 1 


* 
* 


C7) 
neglect or refuſe to join 


„ if the Plaintiff 


« fue thereon, or that on Trial thereof 


« a, Verdict ow apain{t him, -the-Defendane 
6 —_— * the . may 
86 OILS Leid: 5. 


which Redreſd 1 Offence can be 
juſtly taken, the fame being nas 


eſſton 


of or Infringement upon the Juriſdiction of 


that Court; but "a Memorandum for 
them to keep themſelves within the due 
Bounds of their Original Inſtitution. | 


And there ſeeming to be a Spirit raiſed in 
the preſent Legiſſature to be canonized as 
Authors of a Jubilee, for Redemption and 
Relief of Captives in Debt and Priſon, fo 
far as Juſtice and ey may meet toge- 
ther in doing it, 


Is a Dictate ſor me to vent this Memo- 
rial at this time: Which, tho it ſhould not 
meet with preſent Succeſs, I have had the 
Satisfaction of bearing my Teſtimony in 
it. 


taking away the Court of Wards, "did nei- 
ther of them ſucceed upon the firſt or ſecond 
Inſtance made for them. 


And 


The Diſſolution of Monaſteries, and the 
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